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You can’t find it because it isn’t
there. The notion that before tempting
Adam and Eve in the Garden, Satan
and other angels were expelled from
heaven is nowhere in the Bible. It’s an
example of a legend being passed on
among Jews and Christians without
being anywhere in the Bible.

You may have been taught that
Ezekiel 28:12-17 and Isaiah 14:12-15
refer to Satan’s fall, but however much
they might sound that way, all the
commentaries I have consulted
(including moderate evangelical ones)
say those passages were not written
about Satan falling from heaven
(though that is how Christians have tra-
ditionally interpreted them). Likewise,
even conservative commentators say
Luke 10:18 and Rev. 12:9 do not refer
to a pre-garden fall of Satan.

The fall of Satan is, however, found
in 2 Enoch 29:4-6:

“One of the archangels deviated,
with the angels under him.  He con-
ceived the impossible idea to place his
throne higher than the clouds above the
earth and become equal to My power. I
hurled him from the height, together
with his angels.  He then flew cease-
lessly in the air above the Abyss. Thus
I created the entire heavens. And the
third day came.”

(Scholars don’t know when 2 Enoch
was written, but it may be pre-
Christian, as there are no distinctively
Christian ideas in it.)

The story of Satan’s fall found most
frequently outside the Bible involves
Satan refusing to bow down before
Adam.

The Questions of Bartholomew

(4:52-55) reads:
“... God formed
Adam .... And
He showed him
[Adam] rever-
ence for his own
sake because he
was his image.
Michael also
bowed before
him. When I
[Satan] came ...
Michael said:
‘Worship the
image of God,

which he has made in his likeness.’ But
I said: ‘I am fire of fire. I was the first
angel formed. Shall I worship clay and
matter?’....Then God became angry
with me and cast me down...” 

This story appears in other
Christian literature (in the Life of
Adam and Eve, The Cave of Treasures
and Slavonic Baruch III). And it
appears, strangely enough, in the
Qur’an (7:11-13): “We said to the
angels, “Make obeisance to Adam.’

So they did obeisance except Iblis....
‘What hindered you from making
obeisance when I commanded you?’
He said, ‘I am better than him. You
created me of fire, while You created
him of dust.’ ‘Then get forth from this
(state)....’ ”

Non-Muslim scholars guess Prophet
Muhammad heard this story from a
Jew or Christian.

We don’t know the origin of the fall
of Satan idea, but it was probably after
the Babylonian Exile, since there is lit-
tle or no evidence of Jewish belief in
Satan before then.  

It just so happened that no account
of Satan’s expulsion from heaven was
included in the Bible. But the idea has
lived on in oral tradition.
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New group launches in June
[ENS] A new ecumenical organization known as Christian

Churches Together in the United States of America (CCT-
USA) will be launched June 1-3 at El Retiro, the Jesuit
Retreat Center in Los Altos, Calif. 

Executive Council, meeting in Austin, Texas, in February
committed the Episcopal Church to be a founding member of
the new organization.

The Episcopal Church has been involved in discus-
sions for several years, with the National Council of
Churches and others, about how to "broaden the ecu-
menical table" in the US, bringing together Roman
Catholics, Orthodox, mainline Protestants, primarily eth-
nic churches, Evangelicals and Pentecostals in a new
forum for prayer, dialogue and action.

For the foreseeable future, CCT-USA will not replace the
National Council of Churches but will exist alongside it with
its full support.

“Obviously, it is too soon to know what will become of

this new initiative, but CCT-USA could have the potential
of moving beyond the old, institutional structures and
bureaucracies of the ecumenical movement and tap into the
new energies of a spiritual ecumenism which would realis-
tically reflect the entire Christian landscape today in this
country and beyond,” observed Bishop Christopher Epting,
ecumenical officer for the Episcopal Church.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops recently com-
mitted the Roman Catholic Church to membership, making
CCT-USA the first national ecumenical organization in the
US they have joined. In addition, full members now include
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Church of
God, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF), the United
Methodist Church, several Orthodox bodies, the Salvation
Army, the United Church of Christ, Open Bible Churches,
International Pentecostal Holiness Church, Evangelicals for
Social Action, World Vision, and a number of others.

Where in the Bible does it say Satan was originally an
angel but rebelled against God and so was cast out of 
heaven?  I know it’s there somewhere, but I can’t find it.
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Through the past 130 years, there have been 37 black bish-
ops consecrated in the Episcopal Church. These bishops hail
from the African Diaspora, as well as Africa, and they are the
focus of a new poster and booklet just released by the Office
of Black Ministries at the Episcopal Church Center. 

In recognition of these leaders, the Episcopal Church’s
Office of Black Ministries has updated its Black Bishops
of the Episcopal Church 1874-2004 wall poster and for
the first time added a 37-page booklet containing biogra-

phical sketches of each bishop’s contribution to the
church and community. 

Beginning with the late Bishop James Theodore Augustus
Holly, the first bishop of Haiti and ending with Bishop Gayle
Elizabeth Harris, of Massachusetts, the poster and booklet list
each bishop according to his or her date of consecration. 

The poster and accompanying booklet are available through
Episcopal Parish Services at http://www.episcopalparishser-
vices.org/ 800.903.5544.

Black bishops are focus of new poster, booklet 
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